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underground, as no such rivers are set down on the map; but
two pages afterwards he records that his boats arrived "of
the mouth of the small river which leads to Secrole," that is
to the cantonment of Banaras. It may perhaps be objected
that this was only a report from his servants, and that he had
not actually seen the river; but as the Bishop lived with
Mr. Brooke to the north of the Barna, he must have crossed
that river by the large stone bridge at least twice every day
during his stay at the holy city of the Hindus.
Banaras is celebrated amongst the Buddhists as the scene
where the great teacher first expounded his doctrine, or as
they metaphorically express it, where he first began "to turn
the wheel of the law." This is one of the four great events
in the life of Buddha, and the stupa which was built upon the
spot was esteemed as one of the four great monuments of
Buddhism. This stupa, now called Dhamgk, is situated about
3J miles to the north of the city, amidst an extensive mass
of ruins, which are surrounded on three sides by large artificial
la'fces. The name of Dhamek is most probably only an
abbreviation of the Sanskrit Dharmmopadesaka, the 'Teacher
of Dharmma." This is the common term still in use to
designate any religious teacher; but bearing in mind that on
this spot Buddha .first began to "turn the wheel of the law"
(dharmma-chakra), the name is peculiarly appropriate for the
stupa. The term is also used in the simpler form of Dfarwma-
desaka, which in familiar conversation would naturally be
shortened to Dhammadek and Dhamek.
The earliest name of this city wasJf&i, which is still
in common use, either alone or joined with the later name^
as Kisi-Baniras. It is, perhaps, the Kassida, or Kassidia of
Ptolemy. The name is referred to K&si-r&ja who was one of
the early progenitors of the Lunar race. He was succeeded by
twenty descendants, all Rajas of Kisi, amongst whom was the
celebrated Divoddsa.